
ORDINANCE NO. 613 N.S. 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF EL PASO DE ROBLES AMENDING THE 
ZONING CODE REGULATIONS FOR SIGNS~ AWNINGS~ AND CANOPIES 
ADOPTED BY ORDINANCES 551 N.S., 566 N.S., AND 584 N.S. 

AND REPEALING THE SIGN REGULATIONS CONTAINED WITHIN 
CHAPTER 19.04 (ADOPTED BY ORDINANCE 147 N.S.) 

(CODE AMENDMENT 90004) 
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W~EREAS, The existS+,; ;'Z~+++ i ++e l  (h~( l~ '  r p q l l |  a I : i n l + ! +  
awnlt~gs, and canopies were adopted via Ortlina~ices 
N.S., and 584 N.S.; and 

551 N.S., 566 

WHEREAS, the Sign Regulations contained within Chapter 19.04, as 
adopted by Ordinance 147 N.S. in 1950, are more appropriately 
addressed by the Uniform Codes adopted as part of Title 17; and 

WHEREAS, The City has initiated an amendme~it to these zor~il~g 
code regulations in order to clarify them and improve their 
ability to protect the public safety and enhance community 
appearance; and 

WHEREAS, public hearings were conducted by the Planning 
Commission on August 28 and October 8, 1990 and by the City 
Council on December 4, 1990, January 2, 1991, and February 19, 
1991 to consider facts as presented in the staff report and to 

accept public testimony regarding this proposed code amendment; 
and 

WHEREAS, a Negative Declaration has been adopted for this code 
amendment in accordance with the California Environmental Quality 
Act; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of 
El Paso de Robles, California~ that Title HI (Zoning) of the 
Municipal Code be amended as follows; 

SECTION I: Chapter 19.04, as adopted by Ordinance 147 N.S. is 
hereby repealed. 

SECTION II: Section 21.20.110 is hereby deleted. 

SECTION III: Chapter 21.19, Signs, attached as Exhibit A, 
hereby established. 

is 

SECTION IV: Section 21.20.120, of the Municipal Code is hereby 
amended to delete the words "upon securing of a use permit". 

SECTION V. Section 21,20.271 
installation of all signs 

21.19.030)." 

(B) is amended to read: "Prior to 
(except those exempted by Section 

PASSED AND ADOPTED, This 5th day of March, 1991, by the following 
roll call vote: 

AYES: Russell, Pieaneo, Martin and Iversen 

NOES: None 

ABSENT: Reneau 

MAYOR CHRISTIAN E. IVERsEN 

ATTEST : 

JEt'R9-BA~IKSTON, CiTY CLERK 

ED\CODES\SIGNAMND.ORD 
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4. Desiqn Standards: "Day-glow" and fluorescent colors 
are prohibited. Lettering must be of professional quality, done 
in uniform, readily legible characters. Signs shall be 
cons t ruc ted  o f  m a t e r i a l s  tha t  can w i ths tand  outdoor weather 

c o n d i t i o n s  ( i e :  from m a t e r i a l s  such as c loth~ canvas, or v i n y l  
p l a s t i c ,  but not from paper or cardboard) .  

5. Time Limits: 

(a) Each business or activity shall be limited to 
placing temporary sign on no more than six (6) separate occasions 
per calendar year. Each such occasion shall be limited to no more 
than thirty (30) consecutive days and shall be separated from 
other occasions by a period of not less than 30 days. 

(b) In addition to the temporary signs permitted by 
subsection "a", the Architectural Fieview Committee may approve 
the use of temporary signs for ongoing/recurring events. 

Except ion to Temporary Siqn Requ la t ions :  U p o n  approval  o f  a 
Temporary Use Permi t ,  dur ing  the f i r s t  t h i r t y  (30) days t ha t  a 
new business i s  open, there  are no l i m i t a t i o n s  on the s i ze ,  
l o c a t i o n ,  and na ture  o f  temporary s igns as long as sa id  s igns do 
not adversely impact the public health, safety or welfare. 

E. REAL ESTATE DIRECTIONAL SIGNS: 

Aeal Estate Directional Signs are subject to the follo~ing 
c o n d i t i o n s :  

I. They shall not exceed 6 feet in height and/or 32 square 
feet in area; 

2. ARC approval is required for the number, location, size, 
height and design of such signs; except For the following 
ins tances:  

a. Where on ly  one rea l  es ta te  d i r e c t i o n a l  s ign  is  
placed on a p r i v a t e l y - o w n e d  p a r c e l ;  and 

b. The real estate directional sign is 6 square feet 
or less in area in residential zoning districts and 8 square feet 
or less in area in commercial and industrial zoning districts; 

3. Wr i t t en  consent o f  the owner o f  the p rope r t y  on which 
the rea l  es ta te  d i r e c t i o n a l  s ign  i s  to be p laced;  

4. Posting of a bond or other security of no less than 
$I00.00 per sign, to be approved by the City Planner to ensure 
the removal of such signs; 

5. Real estate directional signs shall be removed within 
six months of the date of Architectural Review approval. The ARC 
may grant successive six month renewals of permits to place real 
estate directional signs if requests for such renewals are made 
in writing and submitted to the Planning Division prior to the 
expiration date of a permit. 

6. The C i t y  may a u t h o r i z e  the es tab l i shment  o f  a "k iosk"  
type o f  r e a l  es ta te  d i r e c t i o n a l  s ign  program in  which severa l  

s igns d i r e c t i n g  the p u b l i c  to d i f f e r e n t  p r o p e r t i e s  may be placed 
on a single support structure, provided that the signs are of a 
uniform size and design. Such a program may allow kiosks to be 
placed either on private property or in the public right-of-way 
and to be exempt from the requirements of subsections 1 - 5. 

F. POLITICAL SIGNS: 
following regulations: 

P o l i t i c a l  s i g n s  s h a l l  c o n f o r m  t o  t h e  

9 
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I. In residential zoning districts, they shall 

32 square feet in area and shall be subject to the 
height limits: 

not exceed 
following 

a. They shall not exceed a height of 3 feet within the 
required front yard setback and~ for corner lots~ the required 
setback for the side yard abutting a street; 

b. Outside of the setback ~reas meT1tioned .~bove, they 
shall be 6 feet or less in height; 

2. In all other zoning districts, they shall be 6 feet or 
less in height and 32 square feet or less in area; 

3. They shall not 
an election and shall be 
an election; 

be placed earlier than 90 days prior to 
removed no later than ? days following 

4. They shall not be placed in the public right-of-way or 
on public property; 
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21.19.070, subsections HI through HT. 

6. They s h a l l  not be located w i t h i n  i00 f e e t  
p lace.  

G. USE OF PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY: 

Placement o f  s igns w i t h i n  or p r o j e c t i o n  o f  signs in to  the r i g h t -  
of-way of a public street is prohibited except for the following 
types of signs: 

They shall not be the type of sign prohibited by Section 

of any polling 

I .  Publ ic sa fe t y  
for pub l i c  f a c i l i t i e s ;  

2. Hanging, Icon, 
requirements set f o r t h  

signs and off-premise directional signs 

or projecting signs tha t  conform to the 
in section 21.19.070.B; 

3. Temporary signs related to and during City-sponsored and 
City Council-authorized events and then in accordance with any 
conditions set by temporary use permit to protect the public 
health and safety. 

4. Kiosk real estate directional signs as provided in 
section 21.19.070.E.6. 

H. PROHIBITED SIGNS: 

The following signs and/or sign structures are prohibited: 

I. Signs or sign structures which by color, wordkng~ or 
l o ca t i on  resemble or c o n f l i c t  w i th  any t r a f f i c  con t r o l  sign or 
device;  

2. Signs that create a safety hazard by obstructing clear 
view of pedestrian and vehicular traffic; 

3. Signs that rotate, move, glare, flash, change, reflect, 
blink, or appear to do any of the foregoing including electronic 
message boards; (Exception: signs which display time and 
temperature may be permitted by the ARC.) 

4. Signs that identify a business or activity no longer 
located at a premises; 

5. Bench signs; 

6. Signs o17 public property, except when authorized by the 
appropriate public agency; 

I0 
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7. Billboards (new or replacement); 

8. Temporary signs other than those listed under section 
21.19.070.D; 

9. Off-premise signs except for real estate directional 
signs in conformance ~ith Section BI.19.070.E, temporary signs 
permitted by Section ~I.19.070.D, and public facility directional 
sig~s;  

1 0 .  
(ai). 

Vehicle-mounted signs, as defined by Section 21.J9.020 
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21.19.080 A d d i t i o n a l  General Design Standards and Regu la t ions  
f o r  Signs Located Wi th in  the Redevelopment P r o j e c t  Area. 

a. Signs within the downtown business area shall be 
designed with a pedestrian scale in mind. Competitive~ 
illuminated signs designed to be seen from a distance are 
inappropriate and will be discouraged in the downtown business 

core area. Icon s igns are encouraged and p r o j e c t i n g  s igns are 
discouraged in the downtown business area. 

b. Wall-mounted s igns or s igns pa in ted on the h o r i z o n t a l  
l i n t e l  which s t re t ches  across the s to re  f r o n t  are encouraged. 

c. The use o f  most b a c k l i t  p l a s t i c  box s igns or i n t e r n a l l y  
illuminated signs within the downtown business area is 
discouraged. Backlit cabinet signs with light translucent 
l e t t e r i n g  on dark or opaque background or use o f  i n d i v i d u a l  

p l a s t i c  l e t t e r s  t ha t  are compat ib le  in s i ze  and s t y l e  w i th  the 
b u i l d i n g  w i l l  be cons idered.  

d. Use of fluorescent materials and/or paints is not 
permitted. 

e. The maximum number of letter styles permitted is three 
(two is preferred). Flat surface signs shall be painted in such 
a manner as to create the appearance of depth. Borders around 
signs are encouraged. 

f. Sign panel materials shall be compatible with facade 
materials. Use of wood or metal is encouraged. 

g. Signs s h a l l  be i nco rpo ra ted  i n to  the b u i l d i n g  facade 
whenever p o s s i b l e .  

21.19.090 Non-conforming Signs and Signs Sub jec t  to  Abatement. 

a. A non-conforming sign shall not be structurally altered, 
increased in area, relocated, or be used or modified to advertise 
another occupant of the premises who opens a different type of 
business from which the sign advertises, unless it is made to 
comply with all the provisions of this Chapter. 

b. As a condition of issuance of a discretionary City 
approval, any sign which does not conform to the requirements of 
these guidelines may be required to be removed or made to ~onform 
to the requirements herein through the following amortization 
schedule: 

REPLACEMENT VALUE 
$500 or less 
$501 to $i000 
$i001 to $3000 
$3001 and up 

TIME PERIOD 
One (I) year 
Two (2) years 
Three (3) years 
Any Six (6) month incre- 
ment thereafter up to a 
maximum period of five 
(5) years. 

Ii 
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c. Sign v a l u a t i o n  sha l l  be determined by a cost  per square 

foot basis that distinguishes between illuminated and non- 
illuminated signs to be set by the Building Official and recorded 
on the Master Fee Schedule. Valuation shall be based on the cost 
of replacing the sign. 

d. When a business is  d iscont inued or abandoned f o r  a 
per iod o f  180 days, a l l  signs and support s t r u c t u r e s  sha l l  be 
deemed to be in vio]ation of tile Ch~pter and a public Y~uisa,,::~ 
a n d  m~y Lie order ed tcJ l i e  removed. 
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e1.19.100 H i s t o r i c  Signs. 

The C i t y  Council may dec lare a sign to be o f  " h i s t o r i c  s i g n i f i c -  
ance" upon a p p l i c a t i o n  by the s i g n ' s  owner and a recommendation 

from the ARC. For a sign to be declared " h i s t o r i c a l l y  s i g n i f i -  
cant" a l l  o f  the f ~ l l o w i n g  cond i t i ons  must be met: 

a. The sign and the use to which it pertains have been in 
continuous existence at the present location for not less than 20 
years. 

b. The sign is an appurtenant graphic (i.e., an on- 
premises sign that relates to the use of the property, as opposed 
to an o f f - p r e m i s e  b i l l b o a r d ) .  

c. The sign is  unique and enhances the c u l t u r a l ,  h i s t o r i c ,  
or aes the t i c  q u a l i t y  o f  the community. 

d. The sign is  s t r u c t u r a l l y  safe or i s  capable o f  being 
made so w i thou t  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  a l t e r i n g  i t s  h i s t o r i c  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  

e. The sign complies wi th  c e r t a i n  movement, 
i n t e n s i t y  o f  i l l u m i n a t i o n  requirements contained 
tions of this Chapter. 

bracing, and 
in otlner sec- 

21.19.110 Non-Commercial Signs. Notwi thstanding any p r o v i s i o n  
here in to the con t r a r y ,  any sign which may be permi t ted f o r  a 

commercial purpose may also be used f o r  non-commercial purpose. 

G:\DATA\WPDATAkED\SIGNAMND\NEWTEXT.3 
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CHAPTER 21 .19  

SIGNS 
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2 1 . 1 9 . 0 1 0  Purpose. 

| h e  purpose o~ establishi~Ig regulations and development standards 
for signs is as follows: 

a. To maintain and improve the attractiveness and 
orderliness of the City's appearance; 

b. To provide for the identification of uses in a manner 
~Ippropriate to the aEtivity co~ducted o~ a site and harmonious 
with the purposes of the zoning district in which the site is 
located; 

c. To advance traffic safety by minimizing the visual 
clutter and confusion to motorists that can result from too many 
sign messages and/or inappropriately-designed signs; 

d. To prevent damage to or interference with the normal use 
of public property; 

e. To assure the proper maintenance of signs; and 

f. To implement the community design objectives expressed 
in the General Plan. 

21 .19 .020  D e f i n i t i o n s .  

a. ARC: Architectural Review Committee. 

b. Awninq Siqn: An identification sign that is painted or 
applied to the face, valance, or side panel of an awning or 
canopy. 

c. Banners: Temporary signs generally made of flexible 
materials, usually cloth, canvas, or vinyl plastic that identify 
bus inesses  or a c t i v i t i e s ,  or a d v e r t i s e  p r o d u c t s ,  s e r v i c e s ,  or 
s p e c i a l  even t s .  

d. Billboard: An off-premise sign used for a commercial 
purpose designed for changing copy. 

e. Bench S iqn:  A s i gn  loca ted  on a bench or s i m i l a r  
s t r u c t u r e  on or near a p u b l i c  way. 

f .  C o n s t r u c t i o n  S i t e  S iqn :  A s ign  on the  c o n s t r u c t i o n  s i t e  
stating the name and address of those individuals or firms 
directly connected with a construction project, and/or the name 
of the owner or future user of the site. 

g. Directional Siqns: Signs that are limited solely to 
directional messages such as "one way", "entrance", "exit" 
Directional signs do not contain any message that identify 
businesses or activities or that advertise products or services. 
(Exception: Real Estate Directional Signs may identify property 

or development projects.) 

h. Flaqs and Pennants: Temporary signs generally made of 
flexible materials, usually cloth, paper or plastic. They may or 
may not  c o n t a i n  copy and a re  p r i m a r i l y  in tended to  draw 

a t t e n t i o n .  Th is  d e f i n i t i o n  does not  i n c l ude  f l a g s  o f  any n a t i o n ,  
s t a t e ,  or p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n .  
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i. Freestanding 
structure placed on or 
building. 

Siqn: A sign that has its own support 
in the ground and is not attached to a 

j. Garage/Yard Sale Siqn: 
property as a garage/yard sale. 

A sign placod on the same 

k. Hanqinq Siqn: An identification sign hung from sidewalk 
coverings or other buildir~g projecLions. 

I. Height: The height of any sign shall be measured from 
the average ground level adjacent to the base of the sign to the 
highest part of the sign. Where signs are placed on earth berms, 
raised planters, or similar features, the ARC may interpret the 
height to include all or a portion of such a feature. 

m. Highway-Oriented Siqn: A fTeestanding sign exceeding 
six (6) feet i~ height, located on designated properties near the 
intersections of State Highways I01 and 46, that identifies 
tourist-oriented businesses such as gasoline service stations, 
restaurants, motels, and regional commercial uses. 

n. Icon Sign: An identification sign that consists of an 
image or des ign u s u a l l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  of metal or w o o d  t h a t  
illustrates by its shape the nature o f  the business within. 
Icons are pedestrian-oriented signs. 

o. Identification Siqn: Any sign referring to the name, 
service, or trade of a business or activity located on the same 
property as the sign. Such sign shall not include the listing of 
specific products or services or of specific brand names of 
products or services offered for sale unless the product, 
service, or brand name is incorporated i n t o  the name of the 
business. 

p. Illuminated Siqn: A sign for which an artificial source 
o f  light is used to make the message readable. This definition 
shall include internally and externally-lighted signs and 
reflectorized, glowing, or radiating signs. 

q. Master Siqn Program: 
within multi-tenant centers. 

A uniform design f o r  signage 

r. Monument Siqn: A freestanding identification sign not 
exceeding six (6) feet in height and 32 square feet in area, set 
on an architecturally-integrated base structure. 

s. Multi-tenant Center: A commercial, office, or 
industrial building or complex of buildings that accommodate 
three or more tenants (businesses or activities). Multi-tenant 
centers may be located on a single lot or on several lots that 
were developed under a master development plan. 

t. Mural: An advertising art form such as a painting, 
picture, or graphic illustration applied to and made part of an 
exterior wall. 

u. Non-conforminq Siqn: A sign which was legally- 
established prior to the effective date of this Chapter and which 
does not conform to the provisions therein. Signs that have been 
established without the benefit of City approval are considered 
illegal signs. 

v. OffvPremise Sign: A sign which promotes a business, 
activity, product, or service available on property other than 
that on which the sign is located, or which directs the public to 
a business or activity on another property. 

2 
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w. P o l i t i c a l  Siqn: A non - i l l um ina ted  sign i n d i c a t i n g  the 
name and/or picture ef any candidate fer public office, or 
relating te a current public electien, er referendum. 

x. Portable Siqn: A sign which is capable of being carried 
or readily moved from one spot to another and which is not 
permanently attached to the ground or to a building or structure. 
Portable signs include, but are not limited to: "A" or "T"-frame 

or mea;~t to be tTaosported by wheels, umbrellas used ~o~ 
advertising. 

y. P ro jec t i nq  SiqT~ An i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  sign mounted from 
the building perpendicular to the plane of the building surface. 
Projecting signs are oriented to vehicular traffic. 

z. Public Facility Directional S~qn: An off-premise sign 
that directs the public to a government facility. 

aa. Publi~ Safety Siqn: A sign determined by the director 
of public works as necessary for public safety or convenience. 

ab. Publ ic  Serv ice Sign: A temporary noncommercial sign 
posted to a d v e r t i s e  or prov ide d i r e c t i o n  to a c i v i c  event or 
p r o j e c t  sponsored by the c i t y ,  a school,  church, c i v i c - f r a t e r n a l  

o rgan i za t i on  or similar n o n p r o f i t  o rgan i za t i on .  

ac. Real Estate Siqn: A non-illuminated sign that 
identifies properties or buildings or tenant spaces that are for 
sale, rent, or lease on the same property on which the sign is 
located. 

ad. Real Estate Directional Siqn: An off-premise real 
estate sign that directs the public to preperties or buildings 
that are for sale, rent, or lease. 

ae. Roof Siqns: An identification sign supported by, 
attached to ,  er p r o j e c t i n g  through the r o o f  o f  a bu i l d i ng  or 
higher than the eave line or parapet wall of a building. 

a f .  Sign: A s ign is  any phys ica l  form o f  v i sua l  communica- 
t i o n  that  is  intended to be viewed from outdoor pub l ic  areas. 
The d e f i n i t i o n  o f  a sign sha l l  inc lude a l l  pa r t s ,  po r t i ons ,  un i t s  

and ma te r i a l s  composing same, together  w i th  i l l u m i n a t i o n ,  frame, 
background, structure, support and anchorage thereof. Objects 
and architectural features that function as signs are considered 
signs and are subject to regulation pursuant to this Chapter. 

This definition shall not apply to the following: 

( i )  O f f i c i a l  not ices author ized by a cour t ,  pub l i c  body or 
pub l ic  o f f i c e ;  

(2) Directional, warning or information sig~s authorized by 
federal, state, or municipal authority for public safety, health, 
and welfare. 

(3) Signs for City-sponsored events and/or City Council- 
authorized events. 

ag. Siqn Area: The surface space within a single continuous 
perimeter containing words, letters, figures, or symbols, 
together with any frame or material forming an integral part of 
the display but excluding support structures, face of building, 
and incidental parts net drawing attention to the subject matter. 
Any sign area on the reverse side of an approved double-faced 
sign shall not be included in a computation of sign area, 
provided that the side excluded from sign area computation is no 
larger than the reverse side. For window signs, the sign area 
shall include any background for sign messages that is applied 
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directly to or immediately behind the window (e.g. paint, paper, 
cloth). 

ah. Temporary Siqn: A sign intended for short-term use, 
with or without frame, whether displayed on a building or 
elsewhere on a p rope r t y .  Temporary signs inc lude,  but are not 
l im i t ed  to ,  banners, f l a g s  and pennants, and po r tab le  signs. 
This definition does not include garage/yard sale signs, real 
estate siglls, constr~icLiov~ site signs, and politlt:~l sigr~s. 

a i .  Vehicle-Mounted Siqn: Signs used f o r  a commercial 
purpose on or affixed to automobiles, trucks, trailers, or other 
vehicles used primarily to support or display such signs while 
parked on public or private property, other than for the purpose 
of lawfully making deliveries of sales of merchandise or 
rendering services from such vehicles. "This definition does not 
include signs advertising the sale of the vehicle to which it is 
affixed." 

aj. Wall-Mounted Siqn: An identification sign mounted on an 
exterior wall of a building. If no alternative space is 
available for adequate identification, the ARC may consider a 
sign mounted on a block wall or fence as a wall mounted sign, 
provided that the block wail or fence is an integral part of the 
site architecture and not simply a device for sign display. 

ak. Window Siqn: Any sign painted or applied to window 
glass or hanging within the interior window perimeter. 

ei .19.030 Permit Requirements. 

All signs, including murals, whether new or those existing signs 
that are proposed to be altered in any way other than repainting 
of existing or permitted background and text. shall be required 
to have a permit. 

Exceptions: Sign permits w i l l  not be requ i red f o r  any o f  the 
following: 

a. In residential zoning districts: real estate signs, 
yard/garage sale signs, and construction site signs for single 
family residences and apartment projects with less than 5 units 
where such signs are four (4) square feet or less in area; 

b. In residential zoning districts: construction site signs 
for subdivisions, apartment projects with 5 or more units, and 
institutional uses (e.g. churches, schools), one construction 
site sign per property where such signs are 32 square feet or 
less in area and 6 feet or less in height; 

c. In commercial and industrial zoning districts: 
estate signs six (6) square feet or less in area; 

real 

d. In commercial and industrial zoning districts: 
construction site sign per property where such signs are 
square feet or less in area and 6 feet or less in height; 

one 

32 

e. On-premise directional signs and signs that list hours 
of operation that are four (4) square feet or less in area; 

f. Political signs in conformance with the regulations 
established in section 21.19.070.F; 

g. Public safety signs and public facility directional 
signs; 

h. Window signs in conformance with the regulations 
established in Section 21.19.070.B. 

4 
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i. Off-premise real estate signs directing the public to an 
"Open House" subject to the following condition~: 

(I) Sign area shall not exceed six (6) square feet; 

(2) Signs shall be placed on private property, outside 
of the public right-of-way; (For the purposes of 
e17forcement, the right-of-way boundary will be 

curb or the edge of pavement); 

(3) Signs may only be placed on weekdays between 4:00 
PM and 9:00 PM or all day on Saturdays, Sundays, 
and Holidays. 

j .  Temporary signs in accordance with the regulations 
established in Section 21.19.070.D. 
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~1.19.040 Arch i tec tura l  Review Required. 

A l l  s igns tha t  r e q u i r e  permi ts  are sub jec t  to rev iew and approval  
by the ARC. The ARC s h a l l  cons ider  i n d i v i d u a l  signage and master 
p lan  s ign  programs sub jec t  to the development standards 

es tab l i shed  by t h i s  Chapter. (Excep t ion :  Real es ta te  d i r e c t i o n a l  
s igns t ha t  meet the c r i t e r i a  conta ined w i t h i n  Sect ion  

21.19.070.E.2  do not r e q u i r e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  r e v i e w . )  

B I .19 .050  Ac t ions  of the A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Review Committee. 

a. The ARC may approve, c o n d i t i o n a l l y  approve, or deny 
a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  s ign  pe rm i t s .  Conditio~Tal approval  may inc lude  

requ i rements  tha t  c e r t a i n  s igns be less in  he igh t  and/or area 
than the maximums mentioned in this Chapter, where such 
limitations are necessary to attain the purposes of this Chapter. 

b. Sign permi t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  reviewed by ARC w i l l  have a 
w r i t t e n  record o f  approva l ,  c o n d i t i o n a l  approva l ,  or den ia l  
prepared by the City Planning Division. Should the ARC act to 
deny a sign permit, the reasons for said denial shall be 
specified within the written record. 

c. ARC approval will result in issuance of permit. 

d. The ARC may require specific amendments to a sigr~ 
proposal to be presented to the Planning Division before permit 
issuance. 

e. Appeals o f  an ARC a c t i o n  to approve, deny, or to set  
c e r t a i n  c o n d i t i o n s  on a s ign  permi t  may be made to the Planning 

Commission. Such appeals s h a l l  be made in  w r i t i n g  and f i l e d  w i th  
the P lann ing D i v i s i o n  w i t h i n  15 calendar days o f  the ARC's 

ac t i on .  

el.lq.o&o sign Permit Application. 

Applications for a sign permit shall include 

a. P lanning a p p l i c a t i o n  form signed by 
p roper ty  owner; 

b. Two copies of  a d e t a i l e d  and scaled 
proposed s ign  e l e v a t i o n ,  on paper not 

accu ra te l y  shows the f o l l o w i n g :  

(I) Size, shape and support 

(2) Dimensions; 

the following: 

applicant 

drawing of 
less than 8~" x II", 

structure of sign; 

and 

the 
that 

5 



(3) Materials to be used in the sign and support 
structure; 

(4) Lettering: note or show type style, height, and 
indicate if letters are to be raised above or recessed below the 
surface of the sign; 

(5) Color samples; and, 

(6) Method o F  i J ILJmi,~,~timl ( I f ~:n~y) ; 

c. Two copies of a 
existing building facade and 
proposed s i g n ( s ) ;  

scaled and dimensioned drawing of 
site plan showing exact location of 

d. A fee, according to the Master Fee Schedule established 
by the City Council, will be charged for Architectural Review of 
signs. 

399 

CO 
CO - }  
m 

21.19.070 City-Wide Sign Design Standards and Regulations. 

This section establishes design standards 
regardless of their location in the City. 

for all signs, 

A. GENERAL DESIGN STANDARDS: 

I. Signs shall utilize materials, colors, and design motifs 
that are compatible with the architecture and color of the 

bu i l d ings  o n - s i t e .  The ARC may requ i re  signs to be in 
conformance wi th  other adopted design gu ide l i nes  such as those 
prepared for the Main Street Area and the Redevelopment District 
Subareas or others that may be subsequently adopted. 

2. Sign messages for identification signs shall be limited 
to identification of the business or the type of activity 
conducted on the premises. 

3. Signage for an establishment within a multi-tenant 
center shall be in harmony with the signing of the entire center. 
The theme of such signage shall be approved as a part of the 
master sign plan during the review of the precise plan for the 
center. All master sign programs, the property owner shall 
designate a person or firm as the primary liaison with the City. 
The City is under no obligation to approve multi-tenant signs 
that include all tenants. 

4. In the case of applications for conditional use permits 
for occupancy of existing buildings or sites or for architectural 
review for either a facade renovation or change in a portion of a 
property's signage, the Planning Commission or ARC may impose 
con-ditions to require that any existing incompatible and/or 
noncon-forming signs be removed or brought into conformance 
according to the amortization schedule set forth in Section 
21.19.090. Such conditions may include a schedule or phasing 
plan for bringing such signs into conformance. Said schedule 
will become part of the sign permit approval. 

5. Landscaping shall be designed so 
significantly impair the visibility of signs 
industrial centers. 

that it does not 
within commercial or 

6. Sign colors shall compliment the colors of the buil- 
ding. The ARC may determine certain colors to be inappropriate 
for the site, district, or neighborhood. (e.g. In general, stark 
white is not permitted; only off-white shades are permitted.) 

7. All illuminated signs shall be designed in such a way 
as to avoid undue glare or reflection of light on private 
property in the surrounding area. 

& 
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8. Backlighting and high intensity lights should be 

avoided. Instead use lighting directed at the sign and placed in 
the least visible manner possible. 

9. Monument and icon signs are encouraged as effective and 
attractive modes of signage that enhance community appearance and 
reduce visual clutter. 

B. WALL-MOUNTED, PROJECTING,_HANGING~__ ICONj_AWNING~ AND R_OOF - 
SIGNS: 

I. Siqn Area limits: For any building or tenant space 
frontage, the total maximum sign area for all signs including 
wall-mounted, projecting, hanging, awning, and roof signs, but 
excluding freestanding and icon signs, shall not exceed one (I) 
square foot of sign area shall be allowed for every linear foot 
of building or tenant space frontage that has a public entrance. 

The allowable sign area shall be applied only to the frontage 
used for calculating the size of the sign. (e.g., The total 
linear frontage along the front, side, and/or rear sides of a 
building cannot be applied to a single side to authorize a larger 
sign for the front of the building.) 

2. Awninq Siqns: Awning signs shall be painted or applied 
flat against the awning surface. 

3. Clearance and Projection Limits: Icon, projecting, and 
hanging signs shall have a minimum vertical clearance of 8~ feet 
from a public or private sidewalk o r  a driveway. When placed 
beneath or above an awning or canopy, they shall not extend 
beyond half the distance of the awning or canopy projection. 
When placed above a sidewalk, they shall extend no further than 
half of the sidewalk width or five feet, whichever is less. 

#. Icon and Projectinq_Signs: Icon and projecting signs 
shall conform witl7 the following standards: 

a. They shall be attached at right angles to a 
building; 

b. They shall have no more than two faces; 

c .  They shall be limited to a maximum area of 15 
square feet, with a maximum vertical dimension of three feet. 

d. If an icon is used as a bracket, the bracket is to 
be included in figuring total signage area. 

5. Window Signs: Window signs shall cover no more than 30% 
of the total glass area of the window on which they are placed. 

6. Roof Signs: Roof signs shall not project above the 
highest ridge or parapet. 

C. FREESTANDING SIGNS: 

I. Number of Siqns and Siqn Messaqes: 

signs 
shall 
which 

a. Sinqle Business or Activity Per Lot: Freestanding 
that identify one or two businesses or activities on a lot 
be limited to no more than one such sign per street on 
the lot has frontage. 

b. Multi-tenant Centers: Freestanding signs that 
identify a multi-tenant center shall limit the sign ~ o p y  t o  the 
name of the multi-tenant center. The ARC may permit the 
placement of a multi-tenant center identification sign at each 
entrance drive into a street. 

7 
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C. 

i nco rpora ted  
square f e e t  
s t a te  law. 

Service Stations: Price signs shall be 
into the freestanding signs and shall not exceed 24 
in area and 6 feet in height and shall comply with 

2. Siqn Area and Heiqht: Except for Highway-Oriented Signs 
meeting the locational criteria established in subsection 4 
below, all freestanding signs shall be monument signs that do not: 
exceed ;32 sq~la~ e feet i~ are~ and ~ Feet in heighL. 

3. Loca t i on :  

a. No sign, pole, or base of a support structure for a 
monument sign shall be placed within the public right-of-way. 

b. Freestanding s igns  s h a l l  
l o c a t i o n  t ha t  would obs t ruc t  m o t o r i s t s '  

and v e h i c u l a r  t r a f f i c .  

not be placed in any 
clear view of pedestrian 

c. Wherever possible, freestanding signs shall be 
located within landscaped areas. 

4. Highway-Oriented Siqns: 

a. Highway-oriented signs are subject to approval of a 
c o n d i t i o n a l  use permi t  and may only be placed in  commercial 
zoning districts, on those properties near the intersections of 
State Highways i01 and 46 specifically indicated on Figure 
21.19-I. 

b. Conditional Use Permits for highway-oriented signs 
shall only be approved for those signs that identify tourist- 
oriented businesses such as gasoline service stations, 
restaurants, motels, and regional commercial uses. 

c. The Planning Commission or ARC may r e q u i r e  minimum 
clearances beneath a highway-oriented sign where necessary to 

p ro tec t  the p u b l i c  hea l th  and s a f e t y .  

5. R e s i d e n t i a l  Zones: 

a. In residential zoning districts, monument signs may 
be used as follows: 

(i) To identify a subdivision or apartment 
project. Where a subdivision or apartment project has been 
required to construct an 8 foot high masonry wall for noise 
attenuation purposes, an identification sign may be incorporated 
into such a wall provided that the top of the lettering or 
symbols do not exceed 6 feet. 

(2) To identify a use for which a conditional use 
permit has been approved (e.g. church). 

D. TEMPORARY SIGNS: 
following conditions: 

Temporary signs shall comply with the 

I. l'ype and Location Limitations: Temporary signs are 
limited to banners that are placed on the surface of existing 
buildings. No other temporary Signs are permitted. 

2. Number of Siqns Permitted: A maximum of one (i) 
temporary sign per street frontage, with a maximum of two (2) 
temporary signs per business. More than two (2) temporary signs 
shall require a sign permit to be approved by the Architectural 
Review Committee (ARC). 

3. Siqn Size and Area: The sign area for temporary signs 
shall not exceed one square foot per linear foot of building or 
tenant space frontage. 


